Pancreas transplantation in Ireland.
We report on our experience of pancreatic transplants performed in Beaumont Hospital from 1992 to January 2003. During this period, 63 pancreatic transplants were carried out. Simultaneous pancreas and kidney transplantation is regarded as the treatment of choice for Type 1 diabetics with end stage renal failure (ESRF) by the American Diabetes Association. A retrospective review of all the pancreas transplants between 1992 and January 2003 was carried out. All of the patients had insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (IDDM) and, in addition, 57 of the recipients had concomitant end stage renal failure. For two of the patients, this was a second transplant, one of them having had a previous renal graft which thrombosed. The second patient underwent a simultaneous pancreas and kidney (SPK) transplant in 1998 with loss of the pancreatic graft shortly afterwards. She subsequently received a pancreas only transplant in 2002. The follow-up period ranges from one month to ten years and parameters used to assess graft function include Hb A1c and serum creatnine (SPK only). There have been 22 graft losses (six kidneys, nine pancreases and seven involving both the kidney and pancreas), to date. The one-year graft survival was 80.4% (pancreas) and 92.7% (kidney), with a one-year patient survival of 94.8%, which compares favourably with figures from other centres. At follow-up, the average Hb A1c at six months post-transplant was 5.7% with a serum creatnine of 121micmol/L being recorded at one month. Our experience of pancreas transplants at Beaumont Hospital has been very encouraging with graft and patient survival equivalent to other international centres.